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School of Psychology,
University of Birmingham

RESEARCH INTERESTS

My research focuses on the neurobiology of language processing, with a special focus on how sentence-level
processes and interactive communication are supported by the brain. I also study how the neurobiological
infrastructure of language processing changes throughout the lifespan and I research individual differences
and lifestyle factors that can mitigate language decline in older age.

POSITIONS

2021-present  Associate Professor, School of Psychology, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom
2015-2021 Assistant Professor, School of Psychology, University of Birmingham, United Kingdom
2012-2014 Staff Researcher, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, the Netherlands

EDUCATION

2018 Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education (PGCHE) with distinction

2012 PhD dissertation “Structuring language: Contributions to the neurocognition of syntax”. PhD
in Social Sciences, Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands

2008 Master Psychology, Magna Cum Laude
Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, University of Leuven, Belgium

2005 Bachelor Psychology, Cum Laude

Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, University of Leuven, Belgium

AWARDS AND RESEARCH GRANTS

10.2020-10.2023: Research Council of Norway Research Grant for "Fitness, Ageing and Bilingualism
(FAB): The benefits of regular physical activity and bilingualism for language
abilities in healthy ageing” (12,000,000 NOK) (multi-centre grant, Norway lead:
Prof. L. Wheeldon; UK lead: Dr. K. Segaert)

10.2019-10.2022: Hillary Green PhD studentship for Roksana Markiewicz on “Synchronized brains:
How empathy orchestrates the neurobiological mechanisms for cooperative
success.” (£50,000) (As main PhD-student supervisor)

05.2019-05.2020: Bridge (BiRmingham-Illinois Partnership for Discovery, EnGagement and
Education) Seed Funding for "A joint investigation of language change and decline
in healthy ageing", with Prof. K. Federmeier - University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign (£12,500) (As principal investigator)

11.2018-11.2021 Award received from Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) for research
on "The effects of individual differences in bilingual experience on cognitive control
networks" (£437,050) (As co-investigator)

07.2018-08.2018 Funding received from University of Birmingham Liberal Arts & Natural Sciences
program for research on “Relating physical fitness to language decline in ageing”
(£2,624) (As principal investigator)

11.2017-04.2018 University of Agder research project development grant (35,000 NOK) (As
coinvestigator)
09.2016-09.2019 Award received from Economic and Social Research Council Doctoral Training

Centre (ESRC DTC) for named PhD studentship (Sophie M Hardy) on
“Investigating changes in syntactic processing across the lifespan” (£50,000) (As
main supervisor)

03.2016-09.2016 The Wellcome Trust, ISSF (Institutional Strategic Support Fund) Independent
Research Award for research on "Language and speaking skill in the elderly and the
ameliorating effects of physical fitness" (£16,719) (As principal investigator)

04.2015-09.2015 The Wellcome Trust, ISSF (Institutional Strategic Support Fund) Pump-priming
Award for research on "Uncovering the neurobiological infrastructure of syntactic



language comprehension using a multi-modal simultaneous EEG-fMRI imaging
approach™ (£10,371) (As principal investigator)

SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

ongoing Supervision of two PhD students at the University of Birmingham (as main supervisor:
R. Markiewicz; as co-supervisor: E. Sutton)

2020 Supervision to successful completion of Dr. C. Poulisse (10.01.2020), University of
Birmingham (as main supervisor)

2020 Supervision to successful completion of Dr. S. Hardy (26.03.2020), University of Birmingham
(as main supervisor)

2019 Co-supervision to successful completion of Dr. K. Suen, University of Birmingham (co-
supervisor)

2017 Supervision to successful completion of Dr. L. Schoot (20.02.2017), Radboud University,
Netherlands (main supervisor)

2017 Supervision to successful completion of Dr. E. Heyselaar (02.06.2017), Radboud University,
Netherlands (main supervisor)

2017 Co-Supervision to successful PhD completion of Dr. A. Belavina Kuerten (27.06.2017),

Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil (co-supervisor)
2010-present  Supervision of numerous Msc students

MEDIA COVERAGE (selected list of examples):

On Segaert et al. 2018 in Scientific Reports:

New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/15/magazine/exercise-language-muscle-memory-
wordrecall-aging-fitness.html - The Conversation: https://theconversation.com/tip-of-the-tongue-moments-
lesslikely-in-fitter-older-people-95686 - The Telegraph:
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/2018/04/30/exercise-old-age-helps-words-past-tip-tongue-scientistssay/
- WebMD: https://www.webmd.com/healthy-aging/news/20180430/whats-that-word-fitness-helpsseniors-
find-it#1 - MexicalXpress: https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-04-higher-aerobic-wordproduction-
skills.html - ScienceDaily: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/04/180430075622.htm- Reuters:
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-aging-speaking/physical-fitness-linked-to-language-skills-inolder-
adults-idUKKBN1I124AF - Daily Mail: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5682607/Fitter-
olderpeople-likely-forget-words-study-finds.html Etc.

On Segaert et al. 2018 in Neurolmage Clinical:

The Independent: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/reading-test-alzheimers-disease-predict-
chancescientists-university-of-birmingham-a8015781.html - Science Daily:
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/10/171020092223.htm — Gulf Times:
http://www.gulftimes.com/story/568343/Study-on-identifying-patients-likely-to-develop-Al - New Zealand
Herald: https://www.nzherald.co.nz/health-wellbeing/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501238&o0bjectid=11935515 —
MedicalXpress: https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-10-word-patients-potential-alzheimer-disease.html -
Etc.

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

2020-present  Panel member for Wellcome Trust ISSF Career Development Hub, University of
Birmingham

2020-present  Panel member for the Misconduct Committee of the College for Life and Environmental
Sciences, University of Birmingham

2019-present  Senior Admissions Tutor for the School of Psychology, University of Birmingham

2017-present Research Lead for the Language, interaction and social cognition Research Theme (uniting
12 lecturers and professors), School of Psychology, University of Birmingham, UK

2017-2018 Member of the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Ethical Review
Committee for the University of Birmingham, UK

2012-2015 Initiator and coordinator of an interactive public engagement website with Questions and
Answers about language, available on Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics
(Netherlands) website (www.mpi.nl)
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